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  This study presents research relevant to the performance of four different mezzo-
soprano songs from musicals composed by Stephen Sondheim.  The research first gives a 
comprehensive overview of the contributions of Sondheim to the American Musical 
Theatre genre, and compares and contrasts his treatment of mezzo-soprano characters 
with that of his contemporaries.  The project also investigates details regarding cultural 
and historical influences over the four musicals.  Additionally, the study includes 
character analyses and musical analyses for each of the selected characters and their 
respective songs.  The research is synthesized in order to provide suggestions of ways 
mezzo-sopranos can incorporate this research into their performance, in order to give a 
more informed and educated presentation of the selected pieces. 